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EYE ON
FRUIT
FARMS

FruitLook technology
assists farmers

JORISNA A couple of satellite eyes in the sky are casting a new look on the local fruit industry.

BONTHUYS

ether this constellation of satellites
I - some orbit 800 km high up in the sky
- allows producers to look at their farms
and its management in a different light.

@ fruitlook.co.za is helping farmers optimise water use and improve productivity
byp ding timely infe ion about crops, using satellite technology

i Where is FruitLook available to farmers?
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This is thanks to remote sensing and satellite-
based spatial data products used in innovative
ways, channeling data through an open web
portal called FruitLook. This tool - hailed as
cutting edge internationally - provides a new
generation of agricultural intelligence for the
fruit sector.

Says André Roux, from the Western Cape
Department of Agriculture, “FruitLook is basi-
cally an online tool that uses the latest satellite
technology to help farmers precisely manage
crop productivity, growth and water use. It has
proved to be a useful tool to enhance sustain-
able farming practices.”

What started out as research mainly to look at
how grape farmers could increase their water
use efficiency in 2007, has since expanded in
scope. Roux, departmental director of sustain-
able resource management, says the technol-
ogy can be applied on other crops and across
climatic regions. “The satellites can for instance
tell you how well your crop is growing, how
much water it is using and also how effectively
it is doing that,” says Roux. “The system then
enables you to identify areas with weak growth
or even pinpoint the particular area in your
orchard or vineyard with water shortages.”
This can potentially save producers lots of
money, especially on irrigation costs.

Currently FruitLook is only available to fruit and
wine grape producers in the Western Cape. The
area under satellite scrutiny stretches roughty
from Lutzville (in the north) to the Hemel en
Aarde Valley (in the south) and Robertson (in
the east).

“FruitLook offers producers an innovative and
up-to-date service that helps them understand
what is happening on their farms on a weekly
basis, throughout the growing season,” says Dr
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&5 fruitlook.co.za is helping farmers reduce water use and improve productivity
by providing timely information about crops, using satellite technology

------
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Wheré is FruitLook

'OLIFANTS AREA :
£ 30 000ha available to farmers?
@ 46% fursgig}léook I Fruitlook Coverage

BREEDE AREA
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B 19% i

BERG AREA

& 70 000ha
@ 9% fitkock

MORE than 0%

of this coverage is
4%, 7% 7% NOT being used
by farmers yet

170 000ha

Almost half of

FruitLook users saved

MORE than

10%
WATER

@ fruitlook.co.za is helping farmers reduce water use and improve productivity
by providing timely information about crops, using satellite technology
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FruitLook covers more than 170 000ha of
T/() which 21 000ha is currently used by farmers

Almost half of FruitLook users saved MORE
than 10% waterand 1 in 10 saved 30%

Cinrent Growing Season 20748ha

Farm area currently using
FruitLook service
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Translating your stories

Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling of Air
Emissions from the Shongweni Waste Site
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What's Hot in space science?




5 things #SciComm can do for space science
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1. Technology uptake
2. Build society’s understanding
3. Build society’s trust

4. Empower our youth
5. Build networks and collaborations
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